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requirements that are found in the statute and estab~ish that by
complying with all of these statutory requirements, there was a
g ood f a i t h e f f o r t t o do wha t t he s t a t e wa s m a n d a ti n g , a n d b a se d
on that, be granted some time to come into compliance with any
of these other regulations that may incidentally have been
violated, and not be punished as a result. Since I mentioned
this part about the wire flooring, I want to r ead into the
r ecord t he n e w l a n guage . And I ' m a w ar e t h a t t hi s i s not one o f
t he exc i t i n g k i n d o f b i l l s t hat I u sual l y br i n g, b ut I have an
o bl ig a t i o n t o br i ng t hi s k i nd of l eg i s l at i o n, be c a use I h a d a
l i t t l e com p a n i o n an i m a l n ame d N o l l i e Rae . Sh e wa s a t o y p o od l e ,
miniature poodle. And when she died, it was a very traumatic
experience for me . Ther e's nothing I can do to help her. I
p robably will never forget her. I may not ever ge t ov er he r
death. But since I can't help her, I can try to help her kind.
S o I ' m br i ng i ng t h i s l eg i s l at i on t o he l p t hose com p an i o n
animals, who don't have a voice, who don't have a spokesperson.
And a l l o f t h e s e r eq u i r e m e n t s t ha t I ' m p u t t i n g i n t h e s t a t u t e
a re r e a so n a b l e . So I wa n t t o r e ad t he l a n g ua g e t h a t t ak e s t h e
p lace o f t h a t pr oh i b i t i on a g a i n s t u s i n g w i r e f l oor i ng . As I
say, t ha t h a s b ee n st r i ck e n , a nd t h i s l a n gu a g e w i l l t a k e i t s
place. ' A pr i m ar y enc l o s u r e sha l l have f l oo r s t ha t ar e
constructed in a ma nner that protects the dogs' and cats' feet
a nd l e g s f r o m i n j u r y a n d t ha t , i f o f me sh o r s l a t t e d
construction, do not a llo w the dog s ' and cats' feet to pass
through any openings in the floor. If a primary enclosure has a
suspended floor constructed of metal strands, the strands shall
either be greater than one-eighth of an inch in diameter (nine
gauge) o r c o a t e d w i t h a m a t e r i a l su c h a s pl a st i c or f i ber g l as s .
The suspended floor of any primary enclosure shall be strong
enough so that the floor does not sag o r bend between the
structural supports.' This language is agreed to by all of the
comnercial breeders, because those who are legitimate practice
this anyway. The reason for that language to prohibit the wire
f looring was that some of these operators will have openings s o
large that an animal's paw will go through. And some of them
even stacked cages on top of the others. And an animal below
m ight gnaw t ha t a n i m a l ' s p a w , o r t he an i ma l i t se l f mi g h t g n a w i t
after it has become infected. You would have to see photographs
o f h ~ w c r uel l y , br u t al l y , and i nh umanely s ome o f t he s e a n i ma l s
are kep t t o un d e r s t an d t h o r o ughl y wha t I ' m t al k i n g a b o u t . But
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